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Indo-Europeans

• Pre-historic, semi-nomadic peoples from the steps of central 
Asia 

• Warrior horseman who migrated and conquered other non-
horse agricultural peoples 

• Spoke a language we call Proto-Indo-European 

• Fair haired & light skinned 

• In India & Iran they are called Ayran 

• Settled in India, Iran, Turkey, Europe & Central Asia 

• These language all derived from Proto-Indo-European
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Sanskrit Old 
Iranian Greek Latin German English

pitar pitar pater pater vater father

mitar miter meter mater mutter mother

Dyaus 
pitar Dyeus Zeus Ju-pitar 

(Jove) Tues Zeus

Tray
as tri treis tres drei three

atman anap
nea anima atmen breath

Indo-European Languages
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• Greek is an Indo-European language (5500-4500 BC). 
• Mycenaean Greeks used Linear B pictographs 

(2000-1100 BC). 
• Dark Age Greeks adopted the Phoenician alphabet 

(1100-900 BC). 
• Adopted by Romans = Latin alphabet (c.800 BC). 
• Adopted by Eastern Europe = Cyrillic alphabet (c.700)

Development of the Alphabet
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Evolution of 
Greek & 
Roman 

Alphabet 
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  alpha a: father ανήρ (aner) = man 

beta b: boy βασιλενς (basileus) = king

gamma g: graph γυνή (guna) = woman 

delta d: democracy δημος (demos) = the people

epsilon e: get αρετη (arete)= virtue

zeta zd: glazed ζωον (zoon) = animal

eta a: late or Andre αρετη (arete)= virtue/honour

theta th: theatre ανθρωπος (anthropos)= person 

iota i: pit (short) ski (long) ‘ιππος (hippos) = horse

kappa k: kite κακος (kakos) = bad

lambda l: lady λιθος (lithos) = stone

mu m: metaphor μηνιν (menin) = rage
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nu n: nap μηνιν (menin) = rage

xi x: axe ξενος (xenos) = stranger

omicron o: optic ανθρωπος (anthropos)= person 

pi p: pick ‘ιππος (hippos) = horse

rho r: rhino αρετη (arete)= virtue/honour

sigma s: semi μενοσ (menos) = energy/strength

tau t: tacitics αρετη (arete)= virtue/honour

upsilon u: French tu γυνή (guna) = woman

phi ph: phone ϕιλια (philia) = love

chi ch: German machen χρυσος (chrusos) = gold

psi ps: eclipse ψυχη (psuche) = soul

omega o: note ανθρωπος (anthropos)= person 
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Diphthongs

ai: aisle

a: fate

oi: oil

ow: cow, house

eu: feud

ou: soup
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THE END  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